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INTRODUCTION.

HE piece herewith presented to the
public does not lay claim to much
originality, as it is no new production ; its
interest does not lie in conceiving any situa-
tion or expressing any thought that has not
been formerly conceived and expressed by
any other poet. But it is an attempt to supply
what appears to be a want, to perfect what
forces itself on the mind as an imperfection,
which even because it is with regard to what
in other respects is a master-piece, is all the
more striking. We have, in other words
long regarded that Act VIl of Uttara.
Ramacharita is not worked outin keeping
with the rest of the play; that either the
poet throughly broke down when he approch-
ed the end of the play, and found it too hard
to describe the tears of union, or as is more
probable, he did not live to cowplete the
drama, and that perhaps he left only a slight
sketch of the last Act which was given shape
to by alesser poet. The circumstanses that
lead us to this conclusion may thus be
detailed. (1) The situations conceived in
the Act are not fully worked out. This is
the case especially as we near the end.
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Rama, as we now have the play, coolly re-
ceives Sita and he does not even make ¢
formal bow to Valmiki, his benefactor and
Guru. Itis again hard to find out where
Janaka enters and, though addressed to, he
does not talk, nor, as may be expected, does
Rama offer any apology for his cruel treat.
ment of Janaka’s unfortunate daughter. (2)
This becomes the more noticeable when we
look at the other plays of the poet, or any
other standard plays, representing union
after long separation such as in Sakuntala.
/N The language of the last Act also has
..e of the touches of Bhavabhuti; only the
frst and last stanzas of the Act could have
been written by that great poet. For example
Bhavabhuti, in our opinion, is at his best in
his Anushtubhs ; in his hands they are always
exceedingly spirited and dignified. In Act
V1I however, this metre is quite mediocre
and often inelegant. (4) Further thereis a
tradition among the pandits that Bhavabhuti
died before completing this play, which was
his last effort in the literary field.
We have thus no doubt that Act VII,as
we now have it, only represents the rough
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sketch made by the great poet. The result
is that the Act, as it is, rather jars on the
reader’s feelings. It is to remove this defect
that the present piece has been written.

A word however has to be said as to the
manner in which the piece has been
composed. The writer has had no desire to
supply the whole himself. He has not
scrupled to insert from the best writers the
sentiments appropriate to each situation;
he has to a great extent drawn on Valmiki ;
and since the anfar-ndtika is said to be by
Valmiki, nothing can be more appropriate
than to draw from him. A number of stanzas,
in tact the best of them, have been trans-
placed from Act IIl. In this connection it
may be noticed that when the play is enacted
Act II1 is, to the ordinary spectator. quite
inexplicable, How Sita could come to meet
Rama on the Godavari few can understand ;
the situation is in fact the poet’s creation.
In enacting the play therefore Act Ill has to
be omitted; but Act IIl poetically is the
best ; and therefore its best stanzas have
been carried over to a more appropriate con-
ext, and inserted in Act VII as now compiled.
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A few stanzas have also been taken or adapt-
ed from other authors; but mention need
only be made of those from Sakuntala; and
they have been inserted because the senti-
ments they contain cannot possibly be better
expressed. The aim of the compiler has
thus been more or less to give an imaginary
outline of what the Act would have been, if
the poet had fully worked it out. To
rewrite it, without drawing on other master-
pieces, and make it of a piece with the rest
of the play we really need another as great
as Bhavabhuti or perhaps one greater.

I am happy to note at the end that the
piece, and in fact the whole play of which it
is intended to form part, will ke enacted on
the occasion of His Majesty’s coronation.
This explains the Prologue which Mr Nara-
vaNa SastrI has composed ; it is, to say the
least of it, very fine and appropriate and
happily concludes with what may be called
our national Anthem, couched in the divine
strains of Bharatavarsha.

OTTAPALAM

MALABAR DT. }M KRISHNAMACHARYA, B.A., L.T
20th June rgnz. .



PREFACE

The play now offered to the public was first
brought out in 1902, as fifth of a series of works
published under the auspices of the Vidvan Mano-
Ranjani, a partly Dramatic and partly Literary
Institution, which was established among other
things for the purpose of encouraging literary com-
positions reflecting Indian thought and culture.
Since then seven other works have been published
under the same Series and they have been heartily
welcomed and widely read by the public.

This piece which is a compilation in one act
chiefly adapted from Acts III and VII of Bhava-
bhuti’s famous drama—Uttararamacharita, was
staged along with other acts of that masterpiece by
the members of the Vidvan Mano-Ranjani on the
occasion of the Coronation of Their Gracious Majes-
ties King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra to-
gether with a prologue composed by me specially for
the occasion. The subject of the play is. accordingly,
the same as that of the Uttararamacharita and relates
to that well-known and most pathetic story of the
Exile of Sita and her long and sorrowful separation
from Rama subsequent to the war with Ravana, as
narrated in the Uttarakanda of Valmiki's Rama-
yana. Though the end of the original story is tragic,
the meek and patient heroine S7/za having been
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carried away by the Mother Earth and the devoted
and dutiful Rama disappearing in the waters of the
Sarayu, the play as is roughly sketched by Bhava-
bhuti, and worked out in this compilation ends
with the happy meeting of the hero, the heroine,
and their heroic sons, in conformity with the rules
of Sanskrit dramaturgy which prohibits tragic ends.
Though the story thus ends happily, the play itself
has been named from the Aniarnatzka, which is a
splendid theatrical representation arranged by the
Sage Valmiki with the help of his desciples and
under the patronmage and immediate presence of
Rama himself and the plan is entirely Bhavabhuti’s’
though ascribed by him to Valmiki, who chooses
this method of convincing Rama and his subjects
of the spotless purity and whole-hearted devotion of
Sita to Rama, and of bringing about a most touch-
ing re-union between them,

Compared to the eflect thus produced by the
Antarnatika, the contrivance of an Inner-drama in
Shakespeare’s Hamlet dwindless into nothing. I
have no doubt that this play will be welcomed by
all lovers of Indian stage, since it presents in a nut-
shell as it were what a good Sanskrit play is, and
what noble purposes it serves. It isin fact, par
excellence a Drama of Ariticism of real life, educa-
ting the public in their daily life and conduct with
its highest moral and social lessons, by exhibiting

efore our eyes some of the highest ideal characters
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which any nation will be proud to follow for all
place and time to come. So much so the copise of
the first edition of this play becamne exhausted in
the course of a very few years and the book had
been long out of print, although there were frequent
demands for the same ; and as a matter of fact the
present edition had to be reprinted from a single ’
copy of the book--that too, an imperfect one—-
fortunately preserved by the compiler.

The present edition, then, owes its existence to
the Suguna Vilasa Sabha, one of the oldest Amateur
Dramatic Institutions in Madras. At the request
of my learned friend Mr. S. Satyamurti B.a B.L., High
Court Vakil, Madras, I have now re-published this
play in bold clear Nagari character with one or two
additional songs, omitting, of course, the prologue
which is no longer necessary. ‘The play is proposed
to be enacted by the members of the Suguna Vilasa
Sabha on'Friday the 15th October 1915 in connec-
tion with the Sabha’s Dasara Celebrations, and I
sincerely trust that it will serve as an impetus
amongst the Sanskrit-knowing members of the
Sabha to start and successfully work out a Sanskri
Branch under its auspices.

SUNDART SADANAM, | T, S, NARAYANASASTRI,
Madras, >

15th Oct. 1915. | Comprler.
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